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Press Release

United Way of Otter Tail County Receives Family Engagement 

For High School Success Learning Opportunity Grant
Fergus Falls, MN November 24, 2009 – AT&T and United Way Worldwide (UWW) have launched the Family Engagement for High School Success, a new initiative to get families of disadvantaged children more involved in their child’s education. AT&T has contributed $2 million to the program through AT&T Aspire; its $100 million initiative is focusing on high school success and workforce readiness.  This is part of UWW’s ongoing effort to reduce the high school dropout rate in half by 2018, helping United Ways use evidence-based strategies to mobilize their communities around education and to move the needle on graduation. 

This initiative awarded 15 United Ways grants of up to $50,000 each to identify best practices for family engagement during early high school years, in an attempt to boost high school graduation.  These United Ways will increase family/community/school partnerships to build successful learning in high school, and will explore texting tools as part of that work. Grant recipients will be supported by technical assistance, Webinars, peer learning and meetings facilitated by UWW, as well as national partners’ expertise and an upcoming two-day meeting at Harvard University.  UWW is also providing technical assistance to five other United Ways to build their capacity in family engagement, which includes United Way of Otter Tail County. “It was no doubt the great work and partnership of the Otter Tail Family Services Collaborative and Collaborative Coordinator, Jane Patrick, that helped us receive the award,” Mary Phillipe, United Way of Otter Tail County Director stated, “we were so fortunate to be selected as a participant in the learning opportunity at Harvard University in December.” 

UWW developed a Request for Proposal (RFP) with four national partners: National Parent Teacher Association (PTA), Communities in Schools, Coalition of Community Schools, and American Association of School Administrators, along with the Harvard Family Research Project.

This new effort responds to recent research that 63% of teachers and 51% of principals increasingly feel that their schools’ parental outreach programs would help reduce the number of high school dropouts. AT&T and UWW are implementing the family engagement initiative to provide much-needed support for parent engagement planning and programming in local communities.  This initiative builds on the work United Ways are already doing.   
###
United Way’s mission is to improve lives in Otter Tail County by mobilizing the caring powers in our communities. United Way improves lives by supporting programs that provide good health, financial stability, and a good education for families and residents in our community. 

  For more information regarding United Way, please feel free to visit their web-site at   

  www.uwotc.com  or call the office at 218-736-5147.
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