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Friends of Friends Fighting
Hunger in Otter Tail County

Friends of Friends in
Otter Tail County is
partnering with United
Way to raise needed
dollars for local food
pantries.

“Friends of Friends” is
a group of concerned
and caring individuals
in Otter Tail County who
want to make a differ-
ence.

“Food pantry usage is
up over 20% from last
year at this time, stated
Susie Novak, North
Country Food Bank Di-
rector. Working families
are struggling to make
ends meet and have
found it necessary to
use the food pantries
regularly to feed their
family.”

A fundraiser event will
take place at the beau-
tiful Thumper Pond
Club House in Cttertail
City on Satur-

day January 24th with
social hour beginning at
6:00 pm.

Tickets are $100 per
couple and $50 for an
individual.
Purchase of
aticket in-
cludes alive
and silent
auction. Auc-
tion services
donated by
Ed Pullen.
The band
“Boomtown,”
will be per-
forming and
dinner.

Please email your RSVP
to
otcfriends@hotmail.com
to confirm your registra-
tion. Or call the United
Way office at 218-736-
5147.

The goal for the event is
to raise $7,000 for
local food shelves.

Local Fergus Falls Target Donates Christmas Trees
to Qiter Tail County Families

The Moenkedick family
in Perham had a reason
to smile this Christmas.
The Fergus Falls Target
store donated two fully
decorated trees to
United Way. Who then
worked with community
members to find fami-
lies without a tree for
the holiday.

Marcy Roers, UPS Man-
ager, delivered a tree to
a family in Pelican Rap-
ids while another was
donated to the Moen-
kedick family of Per-
ham. The two local

trees donated were a
part of over 5,000 that
were given by Target
Corporation nationwide.
For the past two years,

UPS in Fergus Falls has

helped with the special
deliveries to the appre-
ciative families.




FamilyWize Prescription Discount Program Saves Qiter Tail County

Residents over $50,000

United Way of Otter Tail County in-
troduced the FamilyWize Prescrip-
tion discount program to residents
of Otter Tail County in November of
2007. November 2008 reports indi-
cate 2,208 claims were submitted
with a total of $50,221.85 in sav-
ings. An average of 34%.

The FamilyWize Prescription Drug
Discount Card enables you to re-
ceive discounted pricing on pre-
scription drugs. This is not insur-
ance. Rather, it is a program that
offers immediate discounts on pre-
scription drugs at participating
pharmacies. Simply present your
card with each prescription from
your doctor to the participating

pharmacy at the time of purchase to
receive your discounts. If you need
to transfer a prescription, bring your
empty prescription bottle or label
with you to the pharmacy. Save an
average of 20% off the pharmacy's
usual and customary retail price of
prescription drugs, with the highest
savings on generic drugs.

Your cost for medication will be the
discount price offered through this
program, or the pharmacy's usual
and customary retail price, which-
ever is lower. This means you are
assured the lowest price in that
store, at the time you purchase the

medication. If the pharmacy's price
is lower, there is no savings or dis-
count.

Participating Pharmacies include
Wal-Mart, Pamida, K-mart, SunMart
and Seip Drug.

Discount cards are available at

the United Way office or you can

simply visit the Familywize web-
site for a printable version.

JIl Fazio Joins United Way Team

United Way is very excited to an-
nounce Jill Fazio has accepted the
position as Executive Assistant.

Jill, her husband Alan, and two chil-
dren are residents of Fergus Falls,
MN.

Jill has been employed as a crime
victims advocate, has worked with
at risk youth county wide and has

been a long time supporter of
United Way of Otter Tail County.

Jill has a degree in Social Work from
the University of North Dakota and
comes with many years of experi-
ence in working with non-profits and
fundraising.

Calendar of BEvents

UW Grant Application Available........... January 16 Shot in the Dark Golf Event................. May 15

Early Childhood Initiative................... January 24 Board Meetings..........ocoovvvivecininannn, 3rd Wednesday
Friends of Friends...................coooceies January 24 Annual Meeting..........cooviii i, TBD

Some place Safe 6th Annual

Fashion Show and Tea...................... February 21

Bridges out of Poverty....................... February 24

UW Grant App. due to UW office......... March 13
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United Way and Ms. Athen'’s 6th Gade Adopt-A-Class

Local youth learned about charitable
giving during the holiday season.

The United Way of Otter Tail County
adopted Ms. Athen’s 6th grade class
at Eisenhower school for this year.
One joint project was assisting stu-
dents in shopping for the Salvation

Army’'s Toy Shop.
Students were given a budget and

were asked to purchase toys for spe-

cific children within that budget. It
was a math and civics lesson all in
one.

The students commented regarding
how good it felt to help out during
the holiday season, and that they
had no idea how much it cost for a
few toys. They said how fun it was
to shop for gifts they thought their
peers would like.

2-1-1 Northwest Hires New Director

Diane Eggen

2-1-1 Northwest, a program of Tri-
Valley Opportunity Council, is happy
to announce that Diane Eggen has
accepted the position of Director in
the Fergus Falls office.

Diane became a resident of Fergus
ten years ago when she moved from
Jamestown, ND. She has a back-
ground in teaching and in banking.
Diane and her husband Gary have

six grown children.

2-1-1, a program
funded in part by
United Way, provides
community and hu-
man services informa-
tion and referrals to
Minnesota residents
24 hours a day, seven
days a week. Callers

can receive information on
housing healthcare, educa-
tion, legal services, and so
much more. All calls are
free and confidential. And
all you need to do is dial 2-
1-1 from any land line
phone or 800-543-7709
from your cell phone.

LIVE UNITED Campaign Results 2008/2009 - Mary Phillipe

UNDERNEATH EVERYTHING WE

ARE, UNDERNEATH EVERYTHING
WE DO, WE
ARE ALL
PEOPLE.
CONNECTED,
INTERDE-
PENDENT,
UNITED. AND
WHEN WE
REACH OUT A

VOLUME 1, ISSUE 1

HAND TO ONE, WE INFLUENCE
THE CONDITION OF ALL. THAT'S

WHAT IT MEANS TO LIVE UNITED.

As you know, the current economic
environment has affected fundrais-
ing efforts of United Way and many
other non-profits in our county. To
date, community volunteers and
United Way staff have raised 73%
of the campaign goal. United Way
will continue to do the best to pro-

vide funding for Otter Tail County
programs which provide services to
thousands of residents.

Our Campaign theme this year was
LIVE UNITED. With a grateful heart
| am thankful for our loyal contribu-
tors of United Way and new donors
who gave to this years campaign.

GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER.
LIVE UNITEDw
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HELP US CELEBRATE THE NEWLY FORMED
EARLY CHILDHOOD INITIATIVE

The Fergus Fall Early Childhood
Initiative invites you to participate
in this celebration.

Moms, Dads, Grandparent and oth-
ers who are interested in early child-
hood should plan to attend. This will
be a FREE fun-filled family event!
Spend quality time as a family and
also have the opportunity to tell us
what is important for young children
and their families in the Fergus
Falls Community.

Saturday, January 24th
10-11AM The Flyers Concert

11AM—12:15 Community Forum
for adults and supervised activities
for children.

12:15pm FREE Pizza for partici-
pants

Where: Westridge Mall Community
Room—Door B

The Minnesota Early Childhood Ini-
tiative's overarching goal is to en-
sure that every young child has the
best possible start toward a healthy
life of learning, achieving, and suc-
ceeding. In 2001, the six Minnesota
Initiative Foundations began to col-
laborate on a joint public policy

initiative focused on early child-
hood. Recognizing that strengthen-
ing early care and education for
young children and their families is
the most important investment com-
munities can make for the future,
the Minnesota Early Childhood Ini-
tiative was developed. Accumulating
evidence indicates that our country
is under-investing in early childhood
development, which is diminishing
our nation's ability to compete in
the global marketplace.

Research confirms the huge long-
term economic payoff from investing
in quality early childhood develop-
ment programs.

United Way of Otter Tail County is
serving as the fiscal host for the
Fergus Falls initiative.

For more information on the Fergus
Falls Early Childhood Initiative, con-
tact Jane Patrick, Early Childhood
Initiative Coordinator at 218-736-
3458 or by email at

patrick@prtel.com

Someplace Safe 6th Annual Tea & Vintage Fashion Show

Saturday, February 21, 2009
11:00am

Bigwood Event Center

Enjoy scrumptious tea fare, a fash-
ion show with styles for the 60’s &
70’s, silent auction and perform-
ances by the Fergus Falls Chamber
Choir and the Fergus Falls School of
Dance.

This tea is a major fundraiser for the
Someplace Safe services and will
help to support those who have
been victims of crime.

If you are interested in sponsoring a
table or volunteering for the event
please contact the United Way of-
fice at 218-736-5147.

For tickets call 218-739-3486.
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A Framework for Bridges out of Poverty - Perham

United Way of Otter Tail County is
once again partnering with 2-1-1
Northwest to present a Framework
for Bridges out of Poverty.

The date for the workshop will be
February 24th, 2009 from 5:15—
9:pm at the Perham Community
Church. Dinner and refreshments
will be provided. Registration is $20
per person and includes the work-
book and dinner.

By attending participants will learn
how poverty and the culture of pov-
erty can affect behaviors, achieve-
ments or failures, and the environ-
ment that we live in. Upon comple-
tion of the workshop, participants
will be prepared for Bridges out of
Poverty, a one day conference that
will also be offered (date yet to be

determined).  You'll find specific
solutions that you and your organi-
zation can implement right now to:

Upgrade training for front-line
staff like receptionists, case-

workers and managers.

Redesign programs to better
serve the people you work with.

Build skill sets for management
to help guide employees.

Increase the likelihood of mov-
ing from welfare to work.

Contact Jill Shipman at
Perham Kinship to register. 218-
371-5909

The workshop will be facilitated by
Bridges Certified Trainer, Cynthia
Pic. Cynthia is the Community Ser-
vices Director for Tri-Valley Opportu-
nity Council of Crookston, MN and
serves as one of the Grand Forks
County Commissioners for North
Dakota.

NEW in 2009: Pre-Nursing Course - Winter/Spring 2009

The Pre-Nursing
Course will
jump-start your
nursing or
healthcare edu-
cation.

This course has
been developed
by Minnesota
State Commu-
nity Technical

College and Adult Basic Education
for students who want to increase
their skills and knowledge in order
to succeed in college nursing or
other healthcare programs.

Offered at two locations:

Fergus Falls: February 9th—May
20th, 2009 & Detroit Lakes: Febru-
ary 12th—May 21st, 2009

Contact Judy Suiter at Adult Basic
Ed for information on prerequisites
and for registration. 218-998-0544
ext. 1602

Register Early—There is no cost for
the first 15 qualified applicants at
each site.

Adult Basic Education is funded in
part by United Way of Otter Tail
County.

United Way Board Member Listing

Rick Bleichner
JJ Cline

Battle Lake Public Schools

Svingen, Karkela, Cline, Haugrud,

Tim Johnson

Matt Kennedy

Hunt, Larsen & Jensen

Jeremy Kovash

Glenn Moerke

Pelican Rapids School

Jacki Maethner

Lakes Country Service Cooperative

Tammy Stanislawski
Lisa Litt

Joel Myhre Fergus Falls Daily Journal
Jerry Ness Fergus Falls Public Schools
Bob Ronning  H&R Construction

Service Food, Perham
Bremer Bank Fergus Falls
Willow Financial Services

Lake Region Healthcare

American National Bank
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LIVE UNITED

UNITED WAY OF OTTER TAIL COUNTY

120 Washington Ave. East
Fergus Falls, MN 56537

Phone: 218.736.5147
Fax: 218.736.3727
E-mail: uwotc@prtel.com

LIVE UNITED m

[vwvw. uwotc.com

United Way Funded Partner Programs

211 Northwest

A Place To Belong

American Red Cross

Arthritis Foundation

Battle Lake Community Recreation
Battle Lake Open Door Youth Center
Battle Lake School Readiness

Boy Scouts of America

Bright Start Child Care Home Msitors
Camp Fire USA

Catholic Charities— Foster Grandparents

Child Care Visitor Program—Fergus Falls

Children’s Services Association

Father’'s Resource Program

Fergus Falls Area Family YMCA
Fergus Falls Adult Basic Education

218-736-2856
218-739-0797
218-736-3481
651-644-4108
218-864-5215
218-864-5004
218-864-5217
701-293-5011
218-863-2911
218-736-3027
320-229-4587

218-998-0544
x1529

218-736-2969

218-385-2907
x126

218-739-4489
218-998-0544

Girl Scouts

Henning School Readiness
Kinship of the Perham Area
LSS Refugee Program

Mills IMPACT Team

New York Mills Food Shelf
North Country Food Bank
PARTNERS

Pelican Rapids Food Shelf
Pelican Rapids OAKS

Pelican Rapids Senior Center

-Meals on Wheels Senior Citizens Nutrition

Perham Area Community Center
Perham’s Promise

Permanent Family Resource Center
Salvation Army

Someplace Safe

800-666-2141
218-583-2927
218-346-7102
218-863-2252
218-385-4060
218-385-2900
218-281-7356
218-867-1234
218-863-8452
218-863-1515
218-863-7671

218-346-7222
218-346-1474
218-998-3400
218-739-9692
218-739-2853




