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Press Release

United Way will Distribute over $23,000 to Food Shelves 
in OTTER TAIL County
Fergus Falls, MN; March 16, 2009:  United Way is happy to announce a March distribution of over $23,000 to seven food pantries located in Otter Tail County. 
Raising funds for food shelves in Otter Tail County was the goal for a group of concerned citizens named “Friends of Friends.” The initial goal for the group was $7,500. Little did they know what a generous outpouring they would receive.  It was a sell-out crowd on a cold winter’s night, at Thumper Pond Resort, with nearly 200 generous bidders in attendance. 

“This was a phenomenal fundraising effort by the Friends of Friends group,” said Mary Phillipe, Executive Director of United Way. “Statistics from our food bank provider indicate usage is up 20% from this time last year. Working families are struggling to make ends meet and have found it necessary to use the emergency food pantries regularly to feed their family.” 
The timing of the event could not have come at a better time. March is the Minnesota Food Share campaign month. The March Minnesota Food Share campaign is responsible for more than half of the food distributed each year at the food shelves in the state of Minnesota. 
Next year's “Friends of Friends” charity event has already been scheduled for Saturday, January 23, 2010 at the Thumper Pond Conference Center. Contact United Way for more details. 

 
United Way is serving as a partner and fiscal host for the Friends of Friends group. United Way’s mission is to improve lives in Otter Tail County by mobilizing the caring powers in the community. United Way provides support to programs in OtterTail County by focusing on financial stability, education and good health. 
For more information regarding United Way, please feel free to visit their web-site at www.uwotc.com  or call the office at 218-736-5147.
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